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Bringing rarely-performed choral music to life,
and sharing it with new audiences.



WHO WE ARE

A chamber choir with a difference
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OUR MISSION

Bringing to life ambitious and rarely performed choral music
from across the centuries, aspiring to reach new audiences to share

exhilarating and engaging performances.

Founded in 1992, Kingfisher Chorale is an accomplished chamber choir of around twenty
experienced singers. Over more than three decades we have built a reputation for ambitious
programming, detailed ensemble singing and performances that range from mediaeval and
Renaissance music to new commissions and world premieres.

The choir has achieved success in the BBC Choir of the Year competition, performed around the
country and released recordings including the world premiere of Malcolm Arnold's John Clare
Cantata. Under Musical Director Giles Turner, Kingfishers has also given the first two
performances of the jazz‐trio version of Will Todd's Mass in Blue.

Our small scale is part of our strength. Soloists are drawn from within the choir, while
professional instrumentalists and ensembles are engaged where the repertoire requires them.
This gives us the flexibility to move from finely balanced a cappella music to historically informed
performances with specialist period players.



Keeping a musical heritage alive

Britain has an extraordinary choral tradition. For centuries, music for voices has been part of our
churches, cathedrals, communities and concert halls, leaving us an exceptionally rich inheritance
of choral music.

But a musical tradition survives only if it remains a living tradition. A score can be preserved in a
library and a recording can capture a performance, but this music was written to be sung and
heard. When works gradually disappear from concert programmes, we lose something from our
shared musical life.

Extraordinary music deserves to be heard.
Kingfishers deliberately looks beyond the familiar.
We seek out music that deserves to be heard and bring it back into live performance: from the
extraordinary riches of Renaissance polyphony and the colour and vitality of the Baroque to
remarkable music from later centuries. This is not about performing obscure music for the sake of
being different. We choose it because it is wonderful music.

Audiences do not need to recognise the title or know the composer beforehand to be moved,
exhilarated or astonished by what they hear. Some of the most rewarding reactions come from
people discovering music they had no idea existed.

Our ambition now is not simply to continue performing this repertoire.
We want many more people to hear it.
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We seek out music that deserves to be heard
and bring it back into live performance: from the
extraordinary riches of Renaissance polyphony
and the colour and vitality of the Baroque to
remarkable music from later centuries. This is
not about performing obscure music for the sake
of being different. We choose it because it is
wonderful music.

Audiences do not need to recognise the title or
know the composer beforehand to be moved,
exhilarated or astonished by what they hear.
Some of the most rewarding reactions come
from people discovering music they had no idea
existed.

We seek out music that deserves to be heard and
bring it back into live performance: from the
extraordinary riches of Renaissance polyphony and
the colour and vitality of the Baroque to
remarkable music from later centuries. This is not
about performing obscure music for the sake of
being different. We choose it because it is
wonderful music.

Audiences do not need to recognise the title or
know the composer beforehand to be moved,
exhilarated or astonished by what they hear. Some
of the most rewarding reactions come from people
discovering music they had no idea existed.



AN ESTABLISHED LEICESTER PRESENCE

More than 30 years at Leicester Guildhall

For more than 30 years, Leicester Guildhall has hired Kingfisher Chorale to perform its Christmas
concerts in one of the city's most historic and prestigious venues.

The concerts have become a fixture of our year and a highlight of
Leicester's Christmas season. The Guildhall fills, audiences return,
and we continue to be invited back. In 2025 our Christmas
concerts sold 293 tickets, and we return for three performances
again this December.

293
CHRISTMAS TICKETS SOLD IN 2025

That longstanding relationship is important evidence of what Kingfishers already has: an
established audience, a respected place in Leicester’s cultural life, and a record of creating
concerts that people want to attend.

We now want to build on that foundation across our wider concert programme.
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